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In 1993, when Rasmus first saw the Mosaic Web browser, he knew that the Internet would
be the platform of choice. But his employer, a Brazilian company, did not pay heed so he
quit to return to Canada to do consulting work. During this six-month period, he found
himself repetitively writing the same CGI programs in C. To avoid repetition, he collected
his library of C programs and added a template parser that parsed HTML and made calls to
his C routines. Thus was born the first version of PHP.

Rasmus believes there are four kinds of programmers. First, the pragmatic ones who are
just after solving their own problems. The second kind finds programming as a means of
self-expression, like an artist finds self-expression in his art-work. The third are the real programmers who
enjoy programming for its own sake because it creates a hormone called oxytocin in them, and the fourth
are the open source zealots who wish to change the world. He claims to be of the first kind. He programs to
solve his problem and then moves on. He confesses that he created PHP purely to serve his own interest, to
solve his own set of problems. He made the source publicly available so others could benefit from it. That set
the ball rolling. Today, PHP runs a considerable number of some of the largest websites on the planet.

Hear the story of the evolution of PHP from being a purely procedural language to its current state of a full-
fledged object oriented language, from its creator Rasmus Lerdorf. In this presentation, Rasmus also talks
about the performance of PHP, profiling, security issues and vulnerabilities that websites are prone to, how to
tackle them to some extent, and about his love for API. The slides for this session contain code snippets of
the old and new PHP versions and also of the Flickr and Yahoo! Maps API examples.

{L#: IT Conversations | Rasmus Lerdorf | PHP on Hormones _ _ o
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mod info Apache module and the ANSI92 SQL—defymg LIMIT clause in
t mSQL 1.x which has now crept into both MySQL and PostgreSQL. '.

Prior to joining Yahoo! as an infrastrdcture engineer in 2002, he was at a
string of companies including Linuxcase, IBM, and Bell Canada working on
internet technologies.

Resources Rasmus LerdorfiZMySQL & PostgreSQLDM A (T
BAINTWVWSSQLEZE#(ANSIOZ SQL)ZHEE L 1«

e Slides for the session
e Rasmus Lerdorf's website
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This free podcast is from our MySQL Conference series.
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1993

<HTML>
<HEAD>
<TITLE>My Personal Home Page</TITLE>
</HEAD>
<BODY>
This is my cool page<P>
And look at my counter<P>
<IMG SRC="/cgi-bin/counter.pl">
</BODY>
</HTML>
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CHIEEAERBIC 1994 FEED PHP /N\—Y 3> 1T,

<l--getenv HTTP_USER_AGENT-->
<l--ifsubstr $exec_result Mozilla-->
Hey, you are using Netscape!<p>
<l--endif-->

<!--sgl database select * from table where user='$username'-->
<!--ifless $numentries 1-->
Sorry, that record does not exist<p>

<l--endif exit-->

Welcome <!--$user-->!<p>
You have <!--$index:0--> credits left in your account.<p>

<!--include /text/footer.html-->
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‘Php) . <E
$name = "bob";

1995

$result = msql($db,"select * from table where firsthame='$name'");
$num = msql_numrows($result);
echo "$num records found!<p>";
$i=0;
while($i<$num);
echo msql_result($result,$i,"fullname");
echo "<br>";
echo msql_result($result,$i,"address");
echo "<br>";
Pi++;
endwhile;
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<?php

2005

protected static $dbh = false;

function connect() {
self::$dbh = new PDO('mysqgl:host=localhost;dbname=test','user’,'pass');
self::$dbh->setAttribute(PDO::ATTR_ERRMODE, PDO::ERRMODE_EXCEPTION);
)
§

class items extends db {
function load($name)
if(Iself::$dbh) $this->connect();
try {
if(Iself::$dbh) $this->connect();
$stmt = self::$dbh->prepare("SELECT * FROM items WHERE firstname=:name
ORDER by ctime desc");
$ret = $stmt->execute(array('name'=>%$name));
} catch (PDOException $e) {
die($e->getMessage());

b}
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Notes on Programming in C

Rob Pike

February 21, 1989

Introduction

Kernighan and Plauger's The Elements of Programming Style was an important and
rightly influential book. But sometimes | feel its concise rules were taken as a cookbook
approach to good style instead of the succinct expression of a philosophy they were meant
to be. If the book claims that variable names should be chosen meaningfully, doesn't it then
follow that variables whose names are small essays on their use are even better? Isn't
MaximumValueUntilOverflow @ better name than maxval? | don't think so.

What follows is a set of short essays that collectively encourage a philosophy of clarity in
programming rather than giving hard rules. | don't expect you to agree with all of them,
because they are opinion and opinions change with the times. But they've been accumulating
in my head, if not on paper until now, for a long time, and are based on a lot of experience, so
| hope they help you understand how to plan the details of a program. (l've yet to see a good
essay on how to plan the whole thing, but then that's partly what this course is about.) If you
find them idiosyncratic, fine; if you disagree with them, fine; but if they make you think about
why you disagree, that's better. Under no circumstances should you program the way | say
to because | say to; program the way you think expresses best what you're trying to
accomplish in the program. And do so consistently and ruthlessly.

Your comments are welcome.

Issues of typography

A program is a sort of publication. It's meant to be read by the programmer, another
programmer (perhaps yourself a few days, weeks or years later), and lastly a machine. The
machine doesn't care how pretty the program is - if the program compiles, the machine's
happy - but people do, and they should. Sometimes they care too much: pretty printers
mechanically produce pretty output that accentuates irrelevant detail in the program, which is
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